Language in use: collocational phrases (page 34)

A Verb phrases

Some verbs are part of fixed phrases that often include a
noun or adjective and a prepositional phrase. Here are
some examples that often appear in CPE exams. Add to
the list any others that you find.

1 General verb phrases

be in charge (of)

be thanks to

bring (sb) up-to-date

bring (sth) to an end

buy (sth) on a whim

buy in bulk

capture the attention of (sb)/capture (sb’s) attention
meet (our) goals

meet the needs/demands/requirements/conditions, etc. (of)
place importance/value/emphasis (on sth)
place/take an order/advertisement (for sth)

put (sb) at (their) ease

put plans into action

show (no) signs of

show/make a profit

take (an) interest (in)

take place



2 Phrases with have

have access to

have an/a major/no impact on

have dealings/relations with

have no decision

have no inclination to

have serious/far-reaching/disastrous consequences
have strong/no views on

B Prepositional phrases

1 Phrases with by
by accident by chance by choice

2 Phrases with in

in all likelihood in sb’s wake
in captivity in the end
in living memory in the west
in my view in the wild
in peace in tune with

3 Phrases with on
on Earth  on occasion

4 Phrases with out
out of breath  out of the way

5 Phrases with with

with ease with reference/regard to
with enthusiasm with the advent/arrival of
with pleasure



