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Discussion

7

1. What are the different reasons for living without money?

2. Which reasons do you think are the best?

3. Do you think you could live without money?

4. How can people reduce how much they spend or waste?

5. Do you think money really can buy happiness?
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Example Essay: Is it a good thing that countries spend a lot of money on their heritage? 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Most countries spend large sums of money protecting their national heritage. 
However, there is strong argument that we should look forwards and not 
backwards, spending less money on preserving the past and more on securing 
our future. 

On the one hand, it is important that we remember our heritage. Once it is 
lost, it is lost forever. Caring for important monuments helps with this. It also 
attracts tourists, which has an economic benefit for everyone. 

On the other hand, governments spend a lot of money on museums and 
keeping historic sites in good condition when poor people need houses to live 
in and businesses need better roads for transporting their goods. 
Another argument is that by making heritage sites attractive for tourists -for 
example, by putting on entertainment – we give a very untrue picture of the 
past and sometimes damage the local environment. 

To conclude, while there are strong arguments for not spending too much on 
preserving the past, I believe it is important to protect the most famous sites 
for the future generations but it is not realistic to try and save everything. We 
need to invest in the future too.

What is the purpose of each paragraph?

1.

2.

3.

4.

Introduction: rephrase the question and 
briefly mention both sides of the 
argument. 

Arguments against 

Arguments for 

Conclusion and personal opinion
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Categorise the linkers
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Most countries spend large sums of money protecting their national heritage. 
However, there is strong argument that we should look forwards and not 
backwards, spending less money on preserving the past and more on securing 
our future. 

On the one hand, it is important that we remember our heritage. Once it is 
lost, it is lost forever. Caring for important monuments helps with this. It also 
attracts tourists, which has an economic benefit for everyone. 

On the other hand, governments spend a lot of money on museums and 
keeping historic sites in good condition when poor people need houses to live 
in and businesses need better roads for transporting their goods. 
Another argument is that by making heritage sites attractive for tourists -for 
example, by putting on entertainment – we give a very untrue picture of the 
past and sometimes damage the local environment. 

To conclude, while there are strong arguments for not spending too much on 
preserving the past, I believe it is important to protect the most famous sites 
for the future generations but it is not realistic to try and save everything. We 
need to invest in the future too.

contrast add exemplify conclude

Can you add more examples to each category?


