TASK 2

EINSTEIN’S RIDDLE
We are going to watch a short video about ‘Einstein’s Riddle’.

➢ Can you solve the puzzle?
➢ What strategy did you use?
➢ Can puzzles like this have any real-world application?

Image by Ferdinand Schmutzer, wikimedia
commons
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UNEXPLAINED DEATHS
a) Wednesday, November 3, 1943. Charles Logan, an employee
in a box factory, was discovered dead by his wife Carolyn Logan.
Mrs. Logan gave the following statement: On Tuesday night,
November 2, 1943, she was alone in the house when Charles
came home about midnight. He had been drinking and was in a
quarrelsome mood. They had an argument but she was finally
able to persuade him to go upstairs to bed. She waited downstairs
for him to go to sleep before she also went to bed. After about half
an hour she heard him moving around and shortly thereafter
heard a shot. She ran upstairs and found the situation as
illustrated by the model.

b) Maggie Wilson was found dead by Lizzie Miller. Ms. Miller was
able to supply the following information: Ms. Miller roomed in the
same house as Maggie Wilson but knew her only as they met in
the hall. She thought Maggie was subject to fits (seizures). A
couple of male friends came to see Maggie fairly regularly. On
Sunday night in early November in 1896, the men were there and
there was a good deal of drinking going on. Some time after they
left, Lizzie heard the water still running in the bathroom. Upon
opening the door she found the scene as set forth in the model

c) Friday, May 22, 1941. Mrs. Ruby Davis, a housewife, was
discovered dead on the stairs by her husband, Reginald Davis.
Mr. Davis was questioned and gave the following statement: He
and his wife had spent the previous evening, Thursday, May 21,
1941, quietly at home. His wife had gone upstairs to bed shortly
before he had. This morning he awoke a little before five o’clock
to find that his wife was not beside him in bed. After waiting a
while, he got up to see where she was and found her dead body
on the stairs. He at once called the family physician who, upon his
arrival, immediately notified the police. The model shows the
premises just before the arrival of the family physician

d) Wednesday, April 12, 1944. Barbara Barnes, a housewife, was
found dead by police who responded to a call from the husband of
the victim, Fred Barnes, who gave the following statement: About
4 p.m. on the afternoon of Tuesday, April 11, 1944, he had gone
downtown on an errand for his wife. He returned about an hour
and a half later and found the outside door to the kitchen locked. It
was standing open when he left. Mr. Barnes attempted knocking
and calling but got no answer. He tried the front door but it was
also locked. He then went to the kitchen window which was
closed and locked. He looked in and saw what appeared to be his
wife lying on the floor. He then summoned the police. The model
shows the premises just before the police forced open the kitchen
door.
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TASK
In groups, you are going to present a theory in an attempt to
solve a crime.
It could be a crime that you have read or heard about
recently, or a famous case that remains unsolved.

https://pixabay.com/vectors/sherlock-holmes-detective-147255/
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SUCCESS CRITERIA
✓ Conduct research into your chosen unsolved crime and
create a mind map of what is already known
✓ Plan your presentation using a clear and coherent structure
✓ Try to use a range of speculative language to express
certainty and probability
✓ Try to make your theory sound compelling
✓ Use notes to help you remember what to say, without reading
from a script
✓ Be prepared to answer your classmates’ questions in order to
defend your theory
✓ Speak for approximately 4-5 minutes
✓ Ensure that everyone participates equally
https://pixabay.com/vectors/sherlock-holmes-detective-147255/
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REFLECT
Use the questions to help you reflect on your progress in
this task;
Share your reflections with the class.
❑ What did you enjoy most about this task?
❑ Whose theory did you find most compelling? Why?
❑ Is there anything you found challenging?
❑ If you were to do this task again, what would you do differently?
❑ Going forward, how could you get better at / feel more confident when
presenting?
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