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Lesson description 
The topic of this lesson is medical intervention. You will: 

- take part in a discussion about different types of medical intervention 
- focus on phrases for introducing a topic in a discussion 
- focus on phrases to agree and disagree with someone in a discussion 
- practise using suitable sentence stress when agreeing or disagreeing. 

 
Aim 
Justifying your opinion in a discussion about medical interventions 
 
Pronunciation 

- sentence stress when agreeing and disagreeing 
 

Language 
- medical words and phrases 
- phrases for introducing a topic 
- phrases for expressing agreement and disagreement 

 
Main task 
The task is for learners to discuss different types of medical intervention. 
 
Materials 
Handout 
IWB 
Audio U040CGL-1.mp3 
Photocopiable - Cut ups 
 
Suggested running order 

1 Lead in – vocabulary – medical issues Handout/Cut ups 

2 Listening – discussion on medical intervention Handout/U040CGL-1.mp3 

3 Language – introducing a topic, showing agreement 
and disagreement 

Handout 

4 Pronunciation – sentence stress Handout 

5 Speaking – discussion  Handout 

6 Main task – discussion Handout 

7 Feedback IWB 
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Vocabulary (cue cards) 
Self-diagnosis 

using books or online resources to decide what medical condition you have yourself 
instead of going to a doctor 

Stomach stapling 

an operation to reduce the size of the stomach 

Surrogate pregnancy 

the action of a woman having a baby for another woman who is unable to do so herself 

Genetic selection 

screening embryos for the risk of inherited disease or treat disease 

 
T may think it necessary to spend a little more time here on expanding on the vocabulary 
so that the main speaking task is more scaffolded. 
 
Listening 
Self-diagnosis; ss’ own answers. 
 

For Against 

More time efficient 
Cheaper 

Potential to misdiagnose 
Potential to prolong an illness 

 
Whose opinion do you agree with most? Why? – Ss’ own answers. 
 
Language 
1 Recent studies show that … 2 Really? It seems to me that … 
3 Well, there is that, but … 4 That makes sense.  5 I suppose … though. 
 

Introducing a topic Showing agreement Showing disagreement 

1 3 
4 

2 
(3) 
5 

 
Other phrases 

Introducing a topic Showing agreement Showing disagreement 

I saw something on TV the 
other day that said … 

I read something in the 
paper/in a magazine/online 
that said .. 

I’ve heard that … 

Someone recently told me … 

Yes, I suppose so. 

Yeah, I think there’s 
something in that. 

I can see that.  

That’s a good point. 

Well, you could say that, 
but … 

I’m not so sure.  

Yes, but what about …? 

But surely …? 
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Pronunciation 

1. Recent studies show that … 

2. Really? It seems to me that … 

3. Well, there is that, but … 

4. In any case … 

5. You could say that. 

6. That makes sense. 

7. I suppose … though. 

 
 
Audio script  
 
Cally Recent studies show that more and more people are turning to 

self-diagnosis and treatment when it comes to being ill. People 

would rather get on with sorting themselves out than having to face 

endless hours of sitting around in clinic waiting rooms. Also, people 

say it’s much cheaper to go to the chemist’s to get something quick, 

you know, like cough medicine, things like that. 

Nick Really? It seems to me that there’s potentially a lot of harm that 

can be done through self-diagnosis. There’s so much … too much 

information out there on the internet these days and it’s impossible 

to filter it all down … so what happens very often is a misdiagnosis. 

Cally Well, there is that, but let’s face it, if you felt that bad, you’d go to 

a doctor surely, wouldn’t you? I mean, I hate going to the doctor’s, 

but I think I know my body well enough to know when it’s bad and 

popping a pill and drinking chicken soup just isn’t going to do the 

job. Then I’ll willingly go to the doc’s or hospital, sit for hours waiting 

to see someone and dish out however much it costs. 

Sue That makes sense. I suppose you have to weigh up the risks and 

the benefits though. The worst thing is prolonging an illness. Lots of 

people don’t listen to their bodies. They decide it’s just a common 

cold, take a few pills, and keep going. And so rather than a cold just 

lasting a few days, it takes a few weeks for them to fully recover. 

 


