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Lesson description 
The topic of this lesson is conversation with strangers. You will: 

- practise making conversation with people you don’t know well 
- focus on phrases to use to begin a conversation with someone you don’t know 
- focus on phrases for expressing dissatisfaction 
- practise using accurate intonation and stress in sentences. 

 
Aim 
Starting and maintaining conversations with strangers; and expressing dissatisfaction 
 
Pronunciation 

- sentence stress and intonation in conversation openers 
- emphasis on key words 

 
Language 

- phrases for starting a conversation 
- phrases for expressing dissatisfaction 

 
Main task 
The task is for learners to role play a conversation with a stranger who they meet at a 
party.  Learners will open the conversation, try and find common ground and ask and 
answer questions about their lives and respond appropriately to keep the conversation 
going. 
 
Materials 
Handout 
Photocopiable - Cut-ups 
Audio U032CEA-1.mp3, U032CEA-2.mp3, 
U032CEA-3.mp3 
IWB  
 

Self-study activities 
(available on platform) 

Handout activity number: 

Listening Listening, 2 
Vocabulary Language, 3 
Vocabulary Vocabulary, 5 
Listening Language, 6 

 
Suggested running order 
1 Lead-in – speaking – talking to strangers Handout 
2 Language – phrases for starting a 

conversation 
Handout 

3 Pronunciation – stress and intonation Handout/U032CEA-1.mp3 
4 Listening - conversation Handout/U032CEA-2.mp3 
5 Pronunciation – emphasis on key words Handout/U032CEA-3.mp3/Cut ups 
6 Main task – role play – talking with a 

stranger 
Handout 

7 Feedback IWB 
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Answers 
 
Language 
 
Here are some possible suggestions.   

Opening line Situation 

1. Do you come here often? A man chatting up a woman in a bar.  

2. Terrible weather isn’t it? Two strangers waiting for a bus or train 

3. How much longer are we going to have to 
wait?  

Two strangers waiting to see a doctor. 

4. So how do you know Mark?  Two strangers at a party maybe Mark’s 

5. I love your shoes!  Two women at a party. 

6. Have you been waiting long?  Two strangers waiting to see a doctor  

7. What department do you work in? Employees in a large office 

 
Pronunciation 
 
1. Do you come here often? (rising intonation) 

2. Terrible weather, isn’t it? (falling intonation) 

3. How much longer are we going to have to wait? (falling intonation) 

4. So how do you know Mark? (falling intonation) 

5. I love your shoes! (rising intonation) 

6. Have you been waiting long? (rising intonation) 

7. What department do you work in? (falling intonation) 

 
Listening 
 
1. Where are they?  At a train station 
2. How does the 

conversation start? 
Terrible weather, isn’t it? 
 

3. What do they both 
complain about? 

Train delays/information about the trains 

 
So predictable. 2 
It was so annoying! 3 
Yeah, just dreadful! 1 
It’s really bad! 5 
It’s just not good 4 
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Language and pronunciation 
 
1. It’s really bad. 
2. It’s terrible, isn’t it? 
3. This is the worst train I’ve ever taken. 
4. Just awful.  
5. It’s not good.  
6. It’s so annoying! 
7. It’s very disappointing.  
 
Speaking 

a) Ss should be themselves at the ‘party’ 
b) Demo how to start a conversation. 
c) Encourage Ss to find out about each other. 
d) Set a time limit of 5 mins and then move Ss around so they can repeat the task. 
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Audio scripts 
 
Audio 1 
1. Do you come here often? (rising intonation) 

2. Terrible weather, isn’t it? (falling intonation) 

3. How much longer are we going to have to wait? (falling intonation) 

4. So how do you know Mark? (falling intonation) 

5. I love your shoes! (rising intonation) 

6. Have you been waiting long? (rising intonation) 

7. What department do you work in? (falling intonation) 

 
Audio 2 
Cara:  Terrible weather, isn’t it? 
Dan:  Yeah just dreadful! Are you waiting for the 3.16 to Abergavenny? 
Cara:  Yes, afraid so. You don’t happen to know how much longer we have to wait do 

you?  
Dan:  No idea. I heard the lady at the information desk say there are leaves on the line!  
Cara:  They always say that, don’t they? So predictable.  
Dan:  Yeah, and the worst thing is they expect us to believe it! Why can’t they just tell us 

the truth? 
Cara:  Yeah, but what can you do?..... So, why are you going to Abergavenny?  
Dan:  I work there. 
Cara:  Oh really? Who with?  
Dan:  Tyson Tires. 
Cara:  Oh, I worked there for a bit after I left school. Didn’t like it much. They had me 

working weekends all the time – I really had no life. It was so annoying! 
Dan:  Yeah, I only started a week ago and I’m already regretting it. It’s just not good and 

my office is the worst!   
Cara:  Oh yeah? 
Dan:  I have to share an office with this guy who has the worst breath ever. I mean, it’s 

really bad! 
Cara:   I had a History teacher just like that – Mr. Pinkman. We used to call him Mr. 

Stinkman. 
Dan:   Right. What school was that? 
Cara:   Abergavenny Girls. 
Dan:  My dad used to work there. 
Cara:  Oh yeah?  What did he teach? 
Dan:  History …  Mr. Pinkman – Head of History. 
Cara:  Oh. 
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Audio 3 

1. It’s really bad. 
2. It’s terrible, isn’t it? 
3. This is the worst train I’ve ever taken. 
4. Just awful.  
5. It’s not good.  
6. It’s so annoying! 
7. It’s very disappointing.  


