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Lesson description 
The topic of this lesson is raising money for charity. You will: 

- plan and present an event to raise money for charity 
- read about a British charity 
- develop vocabulary related to raising money 
- focus on language used to talk about certain and less certain future plans 
- practise features of connected speech to sound natural. 

 
 
Aim 
Planning and presenting an event to raise money for charity 
 
Pronunciation 

- features of connected speech to sound natural 
 

Language 
- vocabulary related to raising money 
- language used to describe certain and less certain future plans 

 
Main task 
The task for this lesson is to plan and present an event to raise money for charity. 
 
 
Materials 
Handout 
Audio U088CEA-1.mp3, U088CEA-2.mp3 
PC1 - Reading text 
PC2 - Cut ups (charity event ideas) 
http://www.comicrelief.com/ 
IWB 

Self-study activities 
(available on platform) 

Handout activity number: 

Vocabulary Reading, 2 
Listening Language, 5, part 1 
Vocabulary Language, 5, part 2 

 Vocabulary Vocabulary, 3 
 
 
Suggested running order 
1 Lead in – speaking Handout 
2 Reading – Comic Relief Handout/Reading text 
3 Vocabulary – verb-noun collocations Handout 
4 Listening – raising money for Comic Relief Handout/U088CEA-1.mp3 
5 Language – certain and less certain future plans Handout/U088CEA-2.mp3 
6 Pronunciation – connected speech to sound 

natural 
Handout 

7 Main speaking task – plan and present event to 
raise money for charity 

Handout/Cut ups  

8 Feedback IWB/Internet site for Comic 
Relief 

http://www.comicrelief.com/
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Answers 
 
Reading text 
Comic Relief is a British charity which was founded in 1985 in response to famine in 
Ethiopia. The 1 highlight of Comic Relief’s appeal is Red Nose Day, which is held 2 every 
other March. There is a television programme where famous comedians perform and ask 
listeners to donate money to the various 3 causes by telephone. Celebrities visit people 
in need to show the audience where the money will go. Some of the funds raised go to 
British people in need and other money goes to projects to support people in developing 
countries. 
 
The symbol of Comic Relief is a plastic red nose which is 4 given away in various 
supermarkets and other shops in return for a donation to the charity. One year, they 
made larger ones to be attached to the fronts of cars! There are also Red Nose Day 
products such as T-shirts and books which are sold 5 in aid of the charity, and many 
schools, shops and businesses hold events to raise money, including charity runs, cake 
baking competitions, and car cleaning services to name a few. Since the charity was  
6 launched in 1985, Comic Relief has raised over £750 million. 
 
Reading 
Symbol: red nose 
Chosen: to make people laugh/smile/comic relief 
 
1 high point/focus/climax/best part 2 alternate/every second 3 here in context = charity 
(a socially valuable and supported principle) 4 supplied (normally free of charge but here 
in return for a donation) 5 to support (usually by collecting money) 6 started/was 
introduced/came onto the scene 
 
Summary: T to get ss to turn over the reading text so they can’t see it. 
 
Vocabulary 
1 fund money 2 give an event 3 hold a charity 4 make a venue 
 
Listening 
Planning: a food competition (Man vs Food) 
 
Language 
1. So can you tell us what you’re planning to do this year? 
2. Yes, … this year, we’re hoping to do something a little different. If everything goes 

according to plan, we’re going to hold a food competition, students against 
teachers. 

3. So how are you going to advertise it? 
4. We’re also hoping the old ‘word of mouth’ will drum up some support. 
5. The intention is to make money by selling tickets to watch the competition, so 

hopefully there’ll be a big turnout. 
6. We’re selling refreshments so obviously any money made from that will go to the 

charity too. 
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Certainty Less certainty 

1 We’re going to … 
4 We’ll … 
5 We’ve already agreed to … 
6 The firm intention is to … 
8 We definitely want … 

2 We might … 
3 If possible, we’d like to … 
7 We’re tentatively planning to … 
9 It would be good if we could … 
10 We’ll most probably … 
11 We’re thinking of … 
12 If everything goes to plan, we’re hoping to … 

 
Pronunciation 
Give instructions how to mark features of connected speech. T may choose which ones 
to focus on depending on group and/or to nominate features to groups. 
 
1 Weak sound  mark with a ə 
2 Intrusion  mark with /j/, /w/ or /r/ 
3 Assimilation  mark in sound 
4 Elision  cross out sound 
5 Linking sounds  mark with a link line 
 
1 Wə going tə … 2 We might 3 If possible, we’d l/aɪk/tə  4 (W/ɪ/l) 
5 W/ɪ/v already /j/ əgreed tə 6 Thə firm intention is tə 7 Wə tentətively planning tə 
8 We definitely want 9 It would be good if we cəd 10 We’ll most probəbly 
11 Wə thinking əv 12 If everything goes tə plan, wə hoping tə 
 
Speaking 
Show flip/handout section on planning/decisions. Then tell ss they will get some cut ups 
with ideas on different types of charity fund-raising activities to do. Ss can use them or 
use their own ideas. 
 
 
 
 
*Depending on time/ss interest, T may get ss to research the Comic Relief charity further 
at http://www.comicrelief.com/. This could be done in class after the initial reading tasks 
and/or set up for after class research/blogging.

http://www.comicrelief.com/
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Audio script  
 
Audio 1 
 
Interviewer So can you tell us what you’re planning to do this year? 
Bryan Yes, … this year we’re hoping to do something a little different. If 

everything goes according to plan, we’re going to hold a food 
competition, students against teachers. 

Interviewer What sort of food competition? You mean like a tasting or 
something? 

Bryan Well, there’s definitely going to be tasting involved, but it’s more 
like … have you seen that cable TV show from the States called Man 
versus Food? 

Interviewer Er, … I think so … you mean the one where that guy goes around 
stuffing himself? 

Bryan Yes, that one! So basically there’s going to be a student team and a 
teacher team and each round, there’s something different to eat.  

Interviewer Wow! So how are you going to advertise it? 
Bryan Well, we’ve been advertising it for several weeks already, actually. 

We’ve got all the usual posters up around the centre and we’ve been 
promoting it on the website. We’re also hoping the old ‘word of 
mouth’ will drum up some support. 

Interviewer OK. So let’s advertise it a bit more now. Where and when is it going 
to take place? 

Bryan The intention is to hold it the week before Red Nose Day, but we 
don’t have a fixed date yet.  

Interviewer OK, how about the money – how are you planning on making any? 
Bryan Well, for a start, the losing team has to pay £100 to Comic Relief. The 

intention is to make money by selling tickets to watch the 
competition, so hopefully there’ll be a big turnout. We’re selling 
refreshments on the day and so obviously any money made from 
that will go to the charity too …. 

 
 
Audio 2 
 
1. So can you tell us what you’re planning to do this year? 
2. Yes, … this year, we’re hoping to do something a little different. If everything goes 

according to plan, we’re going to hold a food competition, students against teachers. 
3. So how are you going to advertise it? 
4. We’re also hoping the old ‘word of mouth’ will drum up some support. 
5. The intention is to make money by selling tickets to watch the competition, so 

hopefully there’ll be a big turnout. 
6. We’re selling refreshments so obviously any money made from that will go to the 

charity too. 


