
Witness A Witness B

crash into
pull out

go around
come to
push off
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Speaking
Work with a partner and note down as many crimes as you can think of.

Vocabulary
Look at the phrasal verbs the two witnesses used and quickly retell the events using them.

Discuss the following questions. 

•	 Which of the crimes are the most serious?
•	 Which of them are the most common?
•	 Is it ever acceptable to commit a crime?

Listen again and check your answers.

Listening
Listen to a policeman interviewing two witnesses about an incident. What happened? Note down 
the differences in witness accounts and share them with a partner.
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Language
When we report someone’s words, we can use direct speech with quotation marks (‘She came 
straight out of nowhere’), or we can use reported speech (He said she came out straight out of 
nowhere).

Complete the following sentences using information from the listening. 

1.	 The first witness claimed ... 
 
 

2.	 The second witness was absolutely certain ... 
 
 

3.	 The first witness said ... 
 
 

4.	 However, the second witness said … 
 

Work with a partner and answer the questions. 

•	 What function do these sentence beginnings have?
•	 Does the tense in the sentences change? 

4



ARB_B2_10_U057CEA_HO_v1.0© British Council 

Upper-intermediate
Sharing stories

Reporting incidents

3

We use many different verbs to report. Match the verbs (1−8) with their correct definition (a−h).

1.	 claim 

2.	 state 

3.	 admit 

4.	 insist 

5.	 deny 

6.	 add 

7.	 exclaim 

8.	 mention

a.	 say you did something (usually bad) 

b.	 say something loudly because of a strong emotion (e.g. surprise) 

c.	 say something is not true 

d.	 say something is true 

e.	 give extra information, after the main point 

f.	 say something briefly 

g.	 say something officially 

h.	 say firmly something is true

Rewrite these statements using one of the reporting verbs from the previous exercise.

1.	 ‘It wasn’t me who threw the rock.’ 
 
 

2.	 ‘I was clearly observing the speed limit.’ 
 
 

3.	 ‘I didn’t see anyone outside the bank.’ 
 
 

4.	 ‘I hadn’t been doing anything in particular at the time.’ 
 
 

5.	 ‘I did it.’ 
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Pronunciation
Listen to these sentences and underline the stressed words. Why are these words stressed?

The first witness claimed the man was skateboarding dangerously. 
 
The second witness insisted the man wasn’t skateboarding dangerously.

Look at these sentences. Which words would you stress? What effect does it have on the meaning?

1.	 She insisted that she hadn’t been driving too fast. 

2.	 He claimed he had already finished his homework. 

3.	 They mentioned that they had been there earlier. 

4.	 He denied being the one who started the fight.

Practise saying the sentences.

Speaking
Yesterday lunchtime there was a fight outside the SupaSave supermarket. Two men were involved. 
Some witnesses saw the incident, and have given statements to the police. The police are 
particularly interested to know who started the fight.

Your teacher will give you a witness statement. Compare the witness statement with your partner. 
Find out the differences, and note them down using reported speech.

With your partner, agree on what you think actually happened. Be ready to tell another pair what 
you think.
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