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Discussing problems and solutions

Global English

Look at the list of languages and discuss the questions with a partner.

* Arabic
* Chinese

» English
* French

+ Hindi
» Portuguese

* Russian
* Spanish

a Can you rank the languages from one to eight according to the total number of speakers in the world?

b Which languages in the list can you speak?

¢ Would you like to learn any of the other languages? Why? Why not?

Input

1 You are going to read an opinion essay entitled: Should English be the world’s official language?
Before you read, think of reasons for and against this motion.

For

Against

2 Read the text. Which of your ideas are mentioned?

Should English be the world’s official language?

There might be more native speakers of
Chinese in the world than any other language
but if you look at the number of native and
non-native speakers, English easily overtakes
Chinese with a total of 1.5 billion speakers.

However, questions are often raised regarding

the right of English to assume the position of
the world’s official language or lingua franca.

Those against the ascendancy of English argue

that its spread leads to cultural imperialism and
the dominance of ‘Anglo-Saxon’ culture and
values. For example, even when representing
their country at the Eurovision song contest,
many artists sing their songs in English

and English language songs have won the

competition 33 times! It is also argued that only

by learning their languages can we come to
an understanding of people and cultures other
than our own.
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On the other hand, supporters of English as the
world’s lingua franca argue that it is already far
more globally widespread than other languages.
They add that it already has proven credentials
as the official language of 59 countries and its
versatility has made it the preferred language
for science, education and business, fields that
drive progress and economic growth. Moreover,
the evolution of the Internet has further
consolidated the role of English as the foremost
language for international communication and
over 63% of websites currently have English
content.

In conclusion, it is almost certainly too late

to reverse the growth of English as a global
lingua franca. However, in my opinion, using
English for communication will never lead to the
disappearance of the world’s other languages
and their links to a rich tapestry of cultural
identities. For this reason, | see no harm in English
being considered the world’s official language.
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3 Without looking back at the text, can you remember what the following numbers refer to? When
you have finished this exercise, check your answers in the text.

c 1.5billion oo
dover63%

4 Do you agree with the writer’s conclusion? Discuss your views with a partner.

Language focus

1 Match the adjectives in the word pool with their corresponding noun collocations from the text.
More than one answer may be possible.

Anglo-Saxon cultural cultural economic English
international native official proven rich

a communication e imperialism [ tapestry
b content o identities J oo values

C o credentials g language

d growth h speakers

2 Use the above collocations to complete the following sound bites from a class debate.

a A classic example is tiny Singapore, where English is an official language but where you can still
explorea . of Asian cultures.

b Actually, web statistics suggest that while ... is on the decrease, Chinese content is on the
increase and will soon dominate.

¢ That’s not necessarily true because I've got friends who speak English so well that people mistake
them for ... .

d Surely the spread of Hollywood movies throughout the world is an example of ... .

e Yes, but remember that just because people speak the English language doesn't mean they have
toadopt ... .

f I'm afraid you're wrong because countries should not be forced to sacrifice their ... for
€Cconomic reasons.

g That might be so but Chinese cannot compete with English as a language of ... because
it's simply too difficult to learn.

h Come offit! Englishisonlythe ... of 59 countries thanks to Britain’s history of aggressive

colonialism.

i Forinstance, Esperanto offers people an international language with no cultural strings attached
but it simply doesnthave . as a language of business, education and science.

j Clearly, the widespread use of English in India to negotiate national and international business deals
has contributed to the country’s ... .
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Task

1 Sort the expressions in bold from 2 above into four categories of useful expressions for
debating in English.

Expressing certainty Giving examples
Obviously, ... To illustrate my point, ...
Disagreeing in part Disagreeing totally
That isn't strictly true. You can't be serious!

2 Can you add any more expressions to each of the categories?

3 You are going to participate in mini debates about the role of English in global communication.
Your teacher will give you some cards with a variety of debate topics. Work with a partner. Take
it in turns to agree / disagree with the statements as you go through them. You should speak
for about two minutes on each topic. You may have to play the devil's advocate by arguing a
view which is not necessarily your own.

4 Which debates were the most interesting? Discuss with your partner and then feedback to
the class.
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